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1. Statement 



Novelty (Nj 


Claims ■ 


2-8 r 11-17, 19-27 4 




Claims 


1 ... 9-10 . 1ft 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


19-27; 




Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 






Claims 





YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



?• Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

This report has been based on the amended claims filed with 
the letter of 18-04-2006 . 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D 1 : EP0830034 A 

D2 : EE>l379063 A 

1)3: US2 1) 0 1 0 02 6249 A 

D4 : EP1357726 A 

D5: EP1379073 A 

D6 : EP07013 6 9 A 

D7: US2 003 0214 712 A 

From pi an electronic equipm^nt :/ which includes : camera means 
for forming data on an object located in the imaging 
direction, in which case the camera means include at least two 
camera units, which mutual distance can be adjusted and which 
are arranged to be turnable relative to each other; and data 
processing means , which are arranged to process the data 
formed by the camera means , according to the currently chosen 
imaging mode of the equipment , in order to form image 
information; and in which equipment , the mutual position of 
the camera units relative to each other is arranged to be 
altered to correspond to the current imaging mode, is known 
(refer to page 18, lines 33-37, page 34, line 5 -page 35, line 
37; figures 3, 4 , 21a, 46, 47, 55 and 56 ; claims 30, 33 , 34 
and 44 and abstract) , wherein a turning ;of the camera units 
relative to each other is functionally connected to the 
adjustment of the distance between the camera units (refer to 
the 18 th embodiment .,■ and especially page 34, lines 50-55 arid 
figures 55 and 56) . 

Consequently, the subject matter of claim 1 is previously 
known and therefore lacks novelty. 

• •* • / • • ■ 
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i (3) 



Since the present invention: according to the independent claim 
10 (system) does hot encompass any technical features not 
Present in claim 1, the analysis above concerning claim 1 is 
also applicable to this claim. 



Hence,, the present, invention according to claim 10 
novelty oyer Dl> arid is therefore riot patentable. 



lacks 



She technical feature of claim 1 w the mutual position of the 
camera units relative to each other is arranged, to be altered 
to correspond to the current imaging mode? is known from Dl 
( reifer to the 3 rd and the :4 th embodiments and especially page 
18, lihes 33-37* ,. since the til t angles can be changed and 
thereby the ^mutual position" is altered in order to change 
the imaging view. 

Further, the technical feature bf claim .1 "wherein a turning 
Of the camera units relative to each other is furictionaliy 
connected to the adjustment of the distance • between the camera 
units'' is also knowrt from Dl, since both the turning of the 
camera units and the adjustment of the distance is controlled 
by the same control button (7503) and therefore there exists a 
flinct ion describing the relationship between the camera unit 
and t5he distance between the camera units, i.e. there is 

a 



The appiicarit'^s agent states in the letter of 18-04-2006 that 
there is no functional (i.e. mechanical) control connections 
between the turning movement and the distance movement of the 
camera units . 

This is true in the: sense that there is rip direct mechanical 
control connection in Dl, since; the control is electronic with 
a control Jbuttbri (7503^ arid drivers (67d;8a and 670 8b) . 

However , the examiner does; not believe; that the phrase 
"functionally connected" necessarily must mean imeefi^$e£Xw but 
Can alsp be applicable to electronics and drivers . 

Furthermore, the applicant's <agent also states in the 1 fetter 
bf 18-04-2006 that Dl does not disclose any dependent 
functipnaii cbhnectibri between the camera units in which one 
type of movement: generates mechanically another type of 
movement . 

In this way, the present invention. difM^rs from the system in 
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Dl, but since the wording of claims 1 arid 10 is "functionally 
connected" ,. the examiner finds no reason to reconsider , 

The applicant/ s agent also stated in the letter of 18^04-2006 
that the user does not need any particular experience; when, 
adjusting the position of the camera units relative to each 
other in order to perform the desired type of imaging . 
However, since She examiner believes that there is rid 
particular experience needed to operate the camera accordirig 
to :bl t this argument does not render any reconsideration of 
the examiner ' s point of view . 

Furthermore, the applicant' s agent mentions a "panorama 
imaging mode" in the letter of 18-04-2006. However, this 
"panorama imaging mode" is only mentioned iri claims 9, 18 and 
25, where it says that "data are combined at least partly with 
each other to peirmit a panorama - imaging mode " , Since a 
"panoramic syrithesized image" is kriowri from claim 33 of Dl, it 
is deemed that also claims 9 and 18 lacks novelty over Dl. 

Furt hermqr e , the e qu ipmeri t / s y s t em s referred to in claims 2-8 
arid 11-17 are considered to lack an inventive step over Dl, 
since what is defined in these claims is not considered to 
differ essentially from what is known from the cited document 
(Dl) ; If it can be shown that some aspect covered by claims 2- 
8 arid 11- 17 provides Xlriexpected effects and the claims are 
restricted accordingly; the judgement may be reconsidered , 
Until these conditioris are met , claims 2 - 8 and 11-17 are not 
considered to involve ari inventive step. 

However , the invention defined in claims 19-27 is not 
disclosed by any of the above - men t ioned documents (D1-D7) 

The cited prior art does not give any indication that would 
lead a person skilled in the art to the claimed method in 
electronic equipmerit for forming image inf ormatiori, in which 
camera means are used to perform imagirig of an object iri the 
imagirig direction, which camera means include at least two 
camera units.,, which mutual distance can be adjusted and which 
can be turned relative to each other, the data formed by which 
is processed by processing means iri a manner according to the 
currently selected imaging mode, in order to form image 
information arid in the method, the mutual position of the 
camera units relative to each other is altered, to correspond 
to the current imaging mode , arid wherein the camera units are 
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turned by adjusting the distance between the camera units • 

Therefore, the claimed invention is hot obvious to a person 
skilled in the art. 

Accordingly, the invention defined in claims 19-27 is novel 
arid is considered to involve an inventive step . 

Consequent ly , the claimed invention accoz^ihg to claims 1„ 9- 
10 and 18 lacks novelty over Dl, whereas the claimed invention 
according to claims 2-8 and 11-17 is novel, but not considered 
to involve jari inventive step over the teachings of Dl, and 
whereas the claimed invention according to claims 19-27 is 
novel, arid considered to involve an inventive stepv 

Further, the claimed invention according to claims 1-27 is 
industrially applicable. 
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